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'8 MYSTICIM IN EMERSON'S WRITINGS

Q RELIGION, MAN AND SOCIETY

' WHERE THERE 1S A WILL THERE IS A WAY

Q SELF-RELIANCE
Q DREAM

Q HUNGER

S LIST OF TEACHING AND NON TEACHING STAFF
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Mysticism is the belief that knowledge
of God and real truth is independent of the
'mind and the senses. This knowledge is
|inaccesible to the understanding and can be
|obtained through contemplation or spiritual
linsight Shelley's view in his Defence of
|Poetry is essentially mystical.

" Poetry is not like reasoning a power
tobe exerted according to the determination
of the will. A man cannot say, "I will
‘compose poetry.” The greatest poet even
‘cannot say it; for the mind in creation is as a
fading coal, which same invisible enfluence,
like an inconstant wind, awakens to transitory
brightness; this power arises from within like
the colour of a flower which fades and changes
IaS it is deneloped, and the conscious portions
of our natures are unprophetic either of its
‘approach or its departure.” .

', Similiarly in his ‘Nature', Emersox? g.xves
|[- us a rare insight into the natur® of mysticism:

" We learn that the highest is present tO
dread universal
or

%ithe soul of man; that the

essence, which is not wisdom, or love,

I-beauty, or power, but ail in one, and each

;' entirely, is that for wihch all things exist, and

behind nature throughout nature, spirit is
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present; one and not compound it dies not act
upon us from without, that is, in space and
time, but spiritually, or through ourselves:
therefore, that spirit, that is, the Supreme

[

1

T

oa—

Emerson has the most rigorous in his!
conception of the spiritualism because for him_
spiritualism creates reality, and this reality isf
the divine activity of the self in its unempeded
energy. His attention is turned towards an;
ideal, spitual world which with all other selves.
who obey the imagination he help to build.
Emerson had a keen eye for the visible world, .
his special concern was with the invisible:
through which he wished to grasp and to
understand. What concerned him most deeply
and drew out his strongest powers was the
sense of a spiritual reality at work in all living
things.

In his Myslicism in English Poetry, Prof.
Viswanath Chatterjee has brought two views
together on the mystic outlook in a modified
way that is extrovertive and introvertive. i\i
classic example of extrovertive-myéticism in
the following passage in the writings of the
great medieval mystic, Miester Eckhart :

'Here [ i.e., in this experience] all blades
of grass, wood, and stone, all things are One

i
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iji hat by which they are; that spirit creates; that
|

I

|
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....... when is a man in mere understanding?
When he sees one thing seperated from
another,

And when is he above mere
'understanding? When he sees all in all, then a
‘man stands above mere understanding.’

g Eckhart means that he can see the three
'things as diffefent and séperate and yet,
II Slmultaneously as not different but the same.
In other words the grass and the stone are

identical. Eckhart's insight into things
‘Seems to be paradoxical. However such
‘Paradoxicality is an essential features of
‘Teligion and mysticism. This is the way what
Wordsworth does; he recognizes God in grass
.80 plants, although he would often use other
. Words for God as expressed in 'The Prelude”;

A plastic power

! Abode wnh me; a forming hand, at times
Rebelhous acting in a devious mood;
 Alocal spirit of his own, at war

“With &eneral tendency, but, for the most

' Subservient strictly to external things

: With which it communed."

For Wordsworth the world is not dead
 but living and has its own soul, which is, at
least in the hfe that we know, distinct from
the soul of man Man's task is to enter into
commumon w1th this soul, and indeed he can
’hardly avoid doing so, since from birth
‘onward his life is continuously shaped by
nnature, which penetrates his being and
influence his thought. As a matter of fact,

many 'nature mystics' belong to
extrovertive category. Even many 'bea‘\i
mystics', who find in external beauty!
reflection of the divine, are in the saj
company. This is more or less true as muq::lfi
Wordsworth as of Emerson, expressed in J;
'Each And All' : .
' Iinhaled the violet's breath;

Around me stood the oaks and firs;

.....................................................

Over me soared the eternal sky,

Full of light and of deity;

Again I saw, again I heard,

The rolling river, the morning bird;
Beauty through my seuses stole;

I yielded myself to the perfect whole.

In his another poem 'Walden', Eme 3
recognises external objects which hy
become essential unity to life : '
' There broad-armed oaks, the copse's
The cold sea-wind detain,

Here sultry Summer overstays
When Autumn chills the plain.

Self-sown my stately garden grows;
The winds and wind-blown seed,
Cold April rain and colder snows
My hedges plant and feed.'

For Emerson the experience of beg
in nature signifies the harmony between;_;
soul and nature, man and the universe, iy
feelings and outside phenomena. Mysticg]
man's soul and nature are unified and
Unified in the sense that when nature is




g0 be, a symbolic rendering of the soul's own
jife, and when the life of the soul achieves, a
sympathetic appreciation of the natural
gniverse. So Emerson, in his ‘Nature',insisted:
+ Things are so strictly related, that according
¢o the skill of the eye, from any one object the
parts and properties of nay other may be
predicted.'

The introvertive approach turning
jnward - is not necessarily a better or greater
one although this is generally regarded as of
greater significance. At least, this is found to
pe more important in the history of mystical
jiterature. In this approach, the one is found
at the bottom of the ego, at the base of the
puman psyche. The apprehension is direct.
Brahman or the Absolute, the Upanishads till
us, cannot be known in any other way. Since '

........... the essence of the knowledge of the
is resolved,

one self, that into which the world
the peaceful, the benign, the non-dual. He is
the self; He is to be known.' We are reminded
of Emerson's view of spiritual values
expressed in his poem "Brahma" which
coincide with the ideas expressed in Hindu's
religious book like Katha Upanishad. Brahma
is Absolute Reality, the rest are subject to
change and decay. he remains, the other may
change and perish :

' If the red slayer think he slays,

Or if the slain think he is slain,

They know not well the subtle ways

I keep, and pass, and turn again.'

sy N
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As the Bhagavad-Gita so eloquent]
tells us, the soul is deathless and,
imperishable. The idea of the immortality of,
the soul, implicit in Emerson's maxim
expressed in his 'Over-Soul' : : '

'The soul looketh steadily forwardsz
creating a world before her, leaving world§h
behind her. She has no dates, nor men, noril
persons, nor specialities, nor rites, nor men.
The soul knows only the soul......... ' 41!

Miystics in general do not rule out the
phenomenal world of matter but accept it at,
best as only a partial reality. Emerson, in his
'Nature', says : !
" Every natural fact is a symbol of some
spiritual fact. Every appearance in nature
corresponds to some state of the mind, and
that state of the mind can only be described
by presenting that natural appearance as its
picture.”

This was to be his device for dealing
with the world. He would absorb it as a whole
and then reproduce it in a form closer to his
heart's desire. This scheme is expressed
symbolically even though he refused to
beleive in the existence of natural world. For
him phenomenal world simply implied the
existence of absolute truth, capable of being
intuited by the human mind.

There is another aspect that mysticism
often asserts that all evil is nothing but an
illusion. Emerson treats the phenomenon
world in a subjective way not an absolute
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yoodness. Goodness is an insight of the
yerfection of the laws of the soul. Goodness
or badesrs is treated as trait of privacy. So
Smerson, in his "Address", suggests :
'Good is positive Evil is merely privative, not
bbsolute : it is
ike cold, which is the privation of heat.
All evil is so much death or nor entity."
Similiarly, William James, in his
!Varieties of Religious Experience, has
liscused the problem of evil and its ultimate
i;olution from the angles of philosophy, but
ne could not due to the complicacy of the
i_Jroblem.

However, William James leaned more
towards the 'inner self at least as means to

cure evil. In a purgative way Bertrand Russell. .
in his Mysticism and Logie, examiner -

' Good and bad, and even the higher
good that mysticism finds everywhere, are the
reflections of our own emotions op other
things, not part of the substance of things as
they are in themselves. And therefore ag
impartial contemplation, freed from al’
preoccupation Self .......... i

No detailed discussion has been donge
here. This is just a way of looking at R.W
Emerson's writings sporadically. j

; Books consulted :

1. Visvanath Chatterjee, Mysticism in English Poetry, Calcutta, 1980
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4. M. V. Doren, Emerson, New York, 1946

5. William James, Varieties of Religious Experience, London 1975
Prof. Singh is a Lecturer in English
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Naba Kr. Kalita

The subject matter like this one always
begs a clear-cut outlook of what's religion. It's
not an easy task to give an exact definition of
the term ‘religion’, because it is a growing,
dynamic thing, elemental, personal and broad
in scope. Along with Philosophy, religion has
been dominant concern of mankind.

Religion comes from the Latin word
"religio" meaning of which is to bind. Literally
| speaking, religion's a principle of unification
and harmonization. Any discipline which
binds us all together in a wholesome way is
religion. It's not mere belief but behaviour;
| not mere conviction but conduct; not mere
| faith but functioning. In religion, the whole
of a human being's personality is involved.
| Religion gets its longevity in the inner
| beliefs and feelings of man. William James

defines religion as "The feeling, acts and

| experiences of individual men 1D their
hended themselves

1 solitude so far as they appre
to stand in relation to whatever they n?ay
consider the divine.” "Religion is somfathmg
which is belived by tbe weaker section of
mankind because they have no strong mental
strength," according to carvaka Philosophy.
To Swami vivekananda, I¢€

ligion isn't
doctrines, in dogmas nor in intelleetual
argumentati

on : it's being and becoming, it's
realization. There is,

people believe,
something in the natur® of human beings

Se—  wd

which forces him to set up our Supreme:
Being in whom we can find solace and’l‘1l
comfort during periods of gloom and crisis.il
This is, perhaps, the reason why the belief in|
God is taken to be universal.

Thus religion is the art of being, through!
right action, how to live our daily life in/

!

harmony within ourselves and with others and,
to lead a life of peace and happiness.:
Sankaracharya, the greatest indian seer, in his:l
"Brahma Sutra’ has defined 'dharma’ as : That!
which gives stability to the world and beingsll
prosperity and beautitude to all. According to,
George Thomson, a religion may be defined
as a system of practices and beliefs resting
on the assumption that the world is subject to
the control of a supernatural force or agency.
which can be influenced by prayer and
sacrifice. This is more or less the base of each
and every religion of the world. But in the
relevance of religion to the present human
society, some improtant points should be
analysed with careful outlook. Lenin, the
pioneer of communism and liberalisin in
Soviet Russia, points out that religion is a good
technique to suppress the true spirit of
protestation of the worker class of the
society. In his words, Lenin said those who
toil and live in want all their lives are taught
by religion to be submissive and patient while
here on earth, and to take comfort in the hope

g — L
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of a heavenly reward. Religion teaches man
lo tolerate all sorts of sufferings and agony.
This is an entrance test lay God. This world
isn't the real world; the real world, i.e, being
frequently expected.you will have after your
death, God will, the common belief urges,
reward those after death who will tolerate all
suffenngs & unhappiness without any protest
Wlth a deep faith in God's generosity- Those
Who are downtrodden have been suffering
iﬂom illimited agony because of their past's
ev11 deeds. So that they have to wait for the
next life to make purfy their sins. What a
fantastic conspiracy to exploit the
downtrodden of the society! This is why
‘Pel'haps in 1993 great Lenin referred to in the
letter to Maxim Garki : The idea of God
Flways put to sleep and blunted the "Social

eelings", replacing the living by the dead
Eemg always the idea of ~ slavery (the worst

opeless slavery). Never has the idea of God
{"lmked the individual with society."

Truly' speaking religion is a
E:Perstruaure of the human society. So the
'E ain root of it is in the society. For the
attrocities & exploitation of the modern
Fapitaﬁstic society the helpless masses are
seing compelled to take resort to the shadow
Ef religion. According to Karl Marx,
'Religious distress is at the same time the
;xpression of the real distress & also the
yrotest against real distress. Religion is the
igh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a
1eartless world, just as it is the spirit of

S I A G A I R L L R A e

spiritless conditions. It's the opium of ti ” '
people." (Marx and Engels - On Rehgloi%
P. 39). »‘"
Thus, of course, we can rule out tlg
relevance of religion to the present humxl'il’%
society. But nevertheless, there is somethj;
of religion to be properly analysed anJﬁ
realised which is most essential (o th
human society. From the very dawn of humﬁ@
civilization, religion has been playlng
important role to make manking m
harmonized and ordered whole. If we see it
the contemporary world, we will fing th@
- instead of tremendous achievements %
science & technology man even jsn't fulﬁ
satisfied. There is no end of menta] agon
But, why? To reply this question, we have §
acknowledge that though human lives ha\éﬁ
been becoming day after day ver
comfortable & luxurious, it's never so humam
& noble as it had been in the past, The peac{
& moral order can only be restored by tht
practice of ethies & religion. So, t]'{i
civilization which ignores religion as th.
current materialistic western civilization doeg
can never be adequate nor satisfactory. W,
should not forget that it's only religion whig I
gives us the clue by following which we cal
reach perfectness. We may add with

B I GR aHE
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quotation from Laplack, the greatest sc1entlsﬁ
who wrote thus - " I have lived long enoug]
to know what I didn't at one time belleved
that no society can be upheld in happiness §
order without the sentiment of religion." °
(Prof. Kalita is Lecturer in Philosophy)
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Sarmila Roy Das

I was approached by Nessa Baideo to
write something for the College Magazine and
as she was pretty serious I decided to write.
But at the back of my mind I kept on
wandering what to write about, as I was to-
tally engrossed in my family and teaching with

very little time left at my disposal for other

. activities. After the College was over,

' I boarded a bus for my return journey, and af-

' ter procuring a seat for myself I kept ponder-

'~ ing about what to write ideas came and went
but I could not decide.

On reaching home, I checked the letter
box which was my usual routine and ho! 'what
a surprise'? awaiting me, a parcel and a letter
from Ragini. Ragini Basu. Suddenly it flashed
in my mind, why not pen down few lines about

- my childhood friend Ragini in the College
- Magazine. '

She is of no ordinary character, her
struggle and the way she braved through all
the tempests of her life, will help us to draw &

' lot of inspiration from her personality. Her
d determination is an introduction

- courage an
| ch she belongs.

' of a strong personality t0 whi
Ragini, My dear friend, and myself we

' celebrated our birth day, on the same day and

TrE (r e it A L L vﬂlll‘ﬂl-l-v.-.-' et
g bl T IaRs AT T PR IO ¥ e o 1}

L g g e ]
| 'tr-:-“-rr-.-rn-g.‘-..;..—:u--.--nan;.‘----

we were also next door neighbours. We were::
such inseparable ones that my mother had toj)
provide us with the same kind of things.

Raginis fate was partial with her, she,g

lost her father the same day she was boen cruel
fate snatched away her father in a roadside
accident when he tried to cross the lane frome
the hospital end to the other side of the road,
a speeding truck which came zooming down
totally smashed him down and she was
without a father. Thereafter things took a
different turn in their family which I learnt
from my mother later, both the mother and
daughter (Ragini) was brought home from the
hospital and they depended on the other
members of their family, because her father
was associated with the family business, there
was no love or affection from them, relation
would often bear at them and pass sneering
remarks. Her mother a frail weak woman,
depressed by sorrow and torture unable to
bear the tragedy also left this world after a
couple of years.

Ragini was left alone totally at the mercy
of her relatives, Ragini had only one friend
among all the others, which acted as a source
of light amidst darkness and she was her




crippled grand mother, her only grand-mother
she was left with in this world. '
Tragedy and danger comes one’ after
another at the same time in ones life without
,any notice when Ragini was about five years
old, She met with a terrible and fatal accident
in which she was left with a blind eye and an
m_]ured foot which made her lame for ever.
Ragini and myself we both grew up
¢together shared everything we had with each
.other, my parents showered the same kind of
love on both of us but Ragini did not get an
.opportunity to go to the school where I went,
:she was made to study at home, had to do
‘\errands for every member of the family and
Icomplete all the house hold chores. But Ragini
‘never suffered a set back out of all this
linstead she had nurtured an academic
inclination within her own self. Both myself
'lland her grand mother never backed out from
helping her out with any matters, be it her
- studies or any other things. Regarding any
_competitions, I very distinctly remember she
. would pointedly say 'Rinku see no sympathy
.for me in competitions' May be my love and
Jlittle bit of generosity towards her did not go
‘unnoticed by her. She was so meek and
"docile that I have never seen her humiliating
-any body, she obeyed and respected every
‘member of her family and even the little ones
of the family did not miss her attention. Her
self assurance, her amiability were her assets.
With the flow of time everything

.sponsored by them for further Stl.ldles

changes, changes came in her life too gra

mother also expired and later, she was sent
her maternal uncle's place in Calcutta. We j"
in touch and corresponded regularly with ea
other. I also learnt from her letters that th;*;_'
also she had to look after everybodys n i
and regularly had to complete every Wd’_"
alloted to her. Things were a little better -
her there, she could find sufficient tjme £
her own self and which she rellglousr@
dedicated to academics. She continued w,%

her studies, appered in the €Xaminations gz

to the notice of some of the executives o
leading multinational company and w

U.S.A.

Last year during the vacation I got ‘g
opportunity to visit Calcutta with my fatmﬁ
and I planned to meet Ragini there in h§
office.

storied in a post locality of Calcutta. I
escorted to her room by a security guard g _'
there was Ragini, standing in front of i
draped in a stiff starched cotton sari boﬁ
overwhelmed with joy and surprised to fis




me there. She there her arms around me and
pulled me to sit beside her in a cosy sofa. with
the same affection and fondness as she used
to do in her childhood days. She kept an
prattling about so many things and also never
forgot to admit that without my kindness,
these facilities of life would always remain a
dream for her, such greatness, so much
loyalty a girl like Ragini could only show.

Ragini's staff enjoyed working under
her, to them she was not only their boss but
their elder sister, she handled everything with
such deftness that there was nothing for
others to be unhappy.

She has no urge to marry and most of
her earnings goes to orphanage and what
attracted me most was that she enjoyed and
excelled in all that she did. Time flew and we
had to part as evening came down. I took leave

of her and wished her all the best. As I walked
down the lane tears welied up my eyes, to see
that all her hard works, her hidden tears were
rewarded and she outshined all of us.

To me she will always remain a source
of inspiration and I also firmly believe that
sincerity, hard work, tolerance and to have
faith in the things of life if one has, will
always be blessed by God. |

None can hinder us from doing anything
if we have enough will power.

Few lines from the poetry of Blake
reflected my mind as I walked down the lane
from her office.

The little boy lost in the
lonely fen
Led by the wandering light

" Began to cry; but God, even might,

Appeare'd like his father in white. 30O

(Prof. Roy Das is a Lecturer in English) -




> T~ P A green dream of bosom.
Se]f rehance Thgercom-ﬁeld dreamt
| For a cropful golden season
A green desire is prouted in heart.
But now-
The barren field raped by flood
Can't talk to sunshine and the rain
The corn-field knows-
None can celebrate
The nectarine festival of crop.

Miss Riddhi Kalita

Ignoring reality and losing seif -control

We are swallowing the bitter draught

And our lives have become an open space
Without any defence.

Yet we are swimming in the sea of complacence,
‘We know not happmess nor work,

We try to climb Everest "
Student of T. D. C. 3
Without risking our life, d ré Year !
We feel it pleasant to wait .
But try to reach our goal;
][ We must move with the wind
lor sometimes a
gamst it . Bne,
| sTo enjoy the essence of self-reliance. D \{54‘\" '\
| _ Miss Aparna Kalita
Student of T.D.C. 2nd Year.
’ How strange
Was the dream
i I had last night!
| A flowe bloomi
Hunger I was blooming
| . . In my heart,
) Jyotisankar Saloi I saw it in the moonlight;

It was a lily white

I wanted to keep it in my heart.
But all my attempts turned dry as dj
Oh! I had a dream at midnight.

The corn field knows-

The slaughterous river can't bring back
The youth of crop lost in flood.

The corn-field knows-

fl’he slaughterous river can't revive Student of H. S. 1st Year.
i
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